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Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 
 The Original VOC Study 
– Theoretical and methodological deficits 

 
 The Value of Children and Intergenerational 

Relations Study 
– Revised and extended model  
– Connecting context and individual development over 

the life-span 
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Modification of Mediational Model 



Why is the study of VOC and 
Intergenerational Relations 

necessary? 
  

• World wide demographic changes 
(population growth and decline; increasing 
longevity) and 

• Related socio-economic and cultural 
changes 

Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 



Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 



Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 



Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 



Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 



Value of Children and Intergenerational Relations 
 



Questions for a Revised VOC Study 
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From the Original VOC Study  
to the VOC and Intergenerational Relations Study 

• Basic research questions and design: from context to 
behavior: economic status and fertility rate) 

• Extension of the original model: sociological and 
psychological questions 
 Values, parenting, life long development, and 

intergenerational relations in times of social 
change  

 Using more differentiated methodologies: 
multilevel; person and variable approach 
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Bridging Context and Individual Development 

The role of cultural context, values and parent-child-
relations  over the life-span and during socio-economic 
change for  

− positive and negative value of children   
− intergenerational relations (support; solidarity) 
− life-long development  
− transmission of values over the generations 
− life satisfaction 
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Design 
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Länder 
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Thank you for your attention! 
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Culture, values, and parent-child relations 

 
 
 
 

Values Child-bearing 
Child rearing 

Support of old 
parents 

 
 

VOC economic 
High son preference 

 

High normative 
 Material support 

Low distance 

 
High fertility 

High parental control 
 

VOC emotional 
Low son preference 

 
Low fertility 

Low parental control 
 

Low normative  
Emotional support 

High distance 
 

Socio-
economic 

context low 

Socio-
enonomic 

context high 

Parent-child relations 
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